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“Ali ibn al-Husayo al-Mas‘ud), Murryy ai-Dhahab wa Mahacin al- 
Jauwahir section 989, 


Dr, Muhammad lgbal, tsrar-i Khvwedi. 


Michel Foucault, The Archevfozy of Anowledge, trans. A.M. 
Sheridan Smith (New York: Harper Colphon, 1972. p. 7, cited by 
Herbert Dreyfus and Paul Rabinbow, Beyond Structuralism and 
Hermeneutics (Chicago: The University of Chicago Press, 1983) p. 
Sl. 


Foran cxcellent exposition of Michel Foucault thought, this is must 
read. 


For the Archibald Constable’s note, see Francais Bemier, fravels in 
the Mogul Empire 1656-1668 (New Dethi: Asian Educational 
Services, 2004) p.7.fn | = a 7 


Bernier, Traveds ... p. 291, 
Ibid, p. 288 

lbtd., p. 288, fin 1 

Ibid., p. 291. 

Ibid., p, 292. 

Ibid... 291, 

Ibid... p10, 

Ibid..p. 10, 

[hid,, p.10. 

Ibid. p11, 

lbid., forthe quete from Catou. see fn lp. ll, 


Sayyid Najib Ashraf Nadvi, (ed)}., Rug ‘at ‘Alamagir, (Azamparh: 
Dar al-Musannafin, 1927) ruga‘ 1/197, p. 311. This is Jahan Ara‘s 
letter to Auranazeb, 


Jean Baptiste Tavernier, Travels in India, edited by Wilham Crooke 
(Delht: Low Price Publications, 2000) p. 274, 


For Prof Charles Joret’s comment (rom his biography of Tavernier, 
sce Tavemer, Travels ..., p. xxvi, “introduction.” 


For H.A.Rose’s comment, see p. xliv under “some additional notes 
on Tavemier’s history and peograpby.” 
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Ibid., ivi 


Shahjahan had great qualities of heart and mind. Also established 1s 
his great love for his children. But as Dira’s love began to absorb 
him, he lost his balance. Increasing age made hima different person. 
Gradually, he became suspicious of Aurangzeb's intentions. One 
time, Aurangzeb wounded his finger. Writing with a bandage finger 
was inconvenient but since he had to respond to his father’s letter, he 
wrote it. When his father received his letter, the handwriting had an 
obvious slant. Shahjahin flared up or probably Dara Stukoh made 
him believe that instead of Aurangzeb writing himself, somebody 
else wrote it, which shows Aurangzcb’s arrogance and insolence 
towards his father. See ruga’ 10/96, p. 171. 


Rug ‘at ‘Alamgir, ruqa® 27/159. pp. 250-251. 
Ibid. 


About this event chronicled Mirza Muhammad Kazim Shirazi, 
‘Alam-girnama (Muradabad: Kutab Khana Qazi Taslim Husain), 
see Sayyid Mian Muhammad, ‘Ulamd-i Hind ka shandar mazi 
(Lahore: Maktaba Muhammadia Saqi Must'ad Khan, Ma‘asir-i 
“Alamein (Lahore: Suhail Academy, |981)p. 317. 


Sayi Must‘ad Khan, Ma ‘Gsir-i ‘Alametri (Lahore: Suhail Academy, 
1981) p.317. 


For this quote from Indyatullah Khan, 4Akam ‘dlamgiri, see Sayyid 
Mian Muhammad, ‘Ularna-i Hind...p. 455. Inayatullah Khan was 
Auranezeb's secretary. 


Aurangzeb considered fighting Dara Shikoh as his obligation 
taward: Muslims and Islam. “Since the power shift had already 
dvcurredl during your Majesty’s illness to the Prince, who had no 
Islamic imprint to his character and had begun consolidating to his 
advantage the military power, assuming all the trappings of kingship 
and spreading disbelief and atheism, it had become obligatory on me 
religiously, rationally, and even according to the usage, to face him. 
For this obligation, I made the move [towards Agra]. Betore, I had to 
fight with the infidels, who were replacing masajid with idol- 
worshipping: termples, followed with my charge against the 
secularists and atheists. As my intention was not soiled with 
selfishness, I succeeded in vanquishing them even with a small 
number of troops and my bady remained free from injury.” 
(translation mine}. Sec Rug‘at....rwga* 7/130,,p. 223. 


Bemier, Travels ..., p. 287, fnl. This is Archibald Constable’s 
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footnote from Catou's History... 


Dara’s letter is preserved in Rug ‘af ‘diamet: mga’ 2/211, p. 330 
and reads as follows: “To this humble person, intuitional responses 
[and ecstasics] that de not accord with Allah’s commandments and 
His prophets’ are far better than what is within the books ... I have 
given up their reading and devoted myself to the study of my heart, 
which is a limitless ocean...” 


Aug at Alamen, ruga® 4/109 B., p. 204. 


For this quote from Dara, sec Zahirruddin Fanigi, Awranyzeb anc 
his Times (Delhi: Idiraih Adhiyat, 1972) p.50. 


Rug ‘at Alamgir, ruga® 4/119, pp. 198-205, 
Rug ‘at “Along? ..., ruga’ 8/234, 487 


Aurang7eb's letter is self-explanatory: “The prince Dara Shikoh has 
arrived in Dholpur. It is beyond his ability to win against a batile- 
tested commander like me, It will be prudent if he considers his 
elderly status and withholds his intention of warring against me and 
go to his dowurion Punjab while giving me the chance to serve your 
Majesty for a few days.” See ruga ‘4/L19-A, p. 200. (translation 
mine} 


Ruq ‘at ‘Alamger, raga’ 6/121, p. 207. 

Ring ‘at “Atamytr ruga‘3/ 198-B, p.300, 

Bernier, Travels ...,p. 65, 

Ruq ‘at ‘Alampi; raqa’ 1/186, 295, 

Rug ‘at ‘dlamem raga’ 1/186, 295. 

Ruy. ‘at ‘Alamein raga’ 1/196, ,p. 309-310, The letter reads: 


My Dara Shikoh is about to reach Lahore. There is no shortage of 
money tn Lahore while Kabul has no dearth of manpower and 
horses. lt will be better ifthe brave commander reaches Lahore soon 
and while conjoining with Dara punishes these two disobedient sons 
so that the imprisoned Sahib-1 Qur’an get his freedom. (translation 
ming). 


Bemicr, Traveds _. p.65, 


lor this letter from Adab 367-a, sce Zahiruddin Fanigi, durangzed 
and {fis Times (Delhi: [dirah-i Adabiyat, 1972) p. 63. | have made 
some changes in Faruki's translation. 
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Dr. Muhammad Iqbal, fsrar-i Khia 


Rug ‘at ‘Alameir, ruga‘ 1/124, p. 212, See under the heading ba‘d az 
‘uzlat-1 Shahjahan talati mafat. 


Ibid. 


Bermuer, Travels... p. 166, 


Ibid. 
Rug ‘at ‘Alamgir, ruga’ 2/195, p. 308, 


Bermer, Travels ..., p. 125. He willed for his father’s release, as his 
death would take him out of the harm way from Shajahan 


Bernier, Travels ...,.p. 167 
[bid., pp. 167-168 


Bermier, Zravels ... p. 100. Khati Khan also suggests that Dara had 
his execution “under a legal opinion of the lawyers, because he had 
apostatized from the law. had vilified religion and had allied himself 
with heresy and infidelity.” For Kbafi Khan’s quote, see Berner, 
p.100, fn |. Before Dara’s death, Aurangzeb questioned his hrother 
through someone. “What would you have done to the Emperor had 
ke fallen inte your hands as you have fallen into his?” “He is a rebe: 
and a paricide,” said Dara, “let him judge of the treatment he has 
merited by reflecting upon his crimes and such deserts he would 
have received with the utmost mgour at my hands.” p. 102, tn |. It 
this dialogue is true, there was no forgiveness from Dara’s, etther. 


His books included Sujina af-Aidiva’, Sakina al-duliya’, Risala 
Hag-numd, Hasanat al-Ar‘afin, Majma’ al Bahravn, Magalama 
Deéra Shikul wa Baha Lal) Minhaj al-Saiakin. The last two were 
coauthored. In case of the Megelama, the couuthor’s name ts 
Munshi Chander Bhan. For the list of these books, see Sayvid 
Muhammad Mian’s Ufanmd-i Hine ke shandar mati (Lahore: 
Maktuba Mahmudiya, (977) p. 302. 


Twe instances will be enough to show the close relationship they 
had developed. It is reported that when Aurangzcb was the governor 
of Multan, he would oftcn visit Khawaja Ma'sim. On such 
occasions, he had no special privileges. He would sit on the floor 
among the commoners like the rest, In this relahionship, Aurangzeb 
waa on the receiving end, Overuwed by Ma‘sam’s presence, he 
would not utter a word out of respect, sitting all the time with his 
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head slanted downward. [fhe had to ask anything, he would write it 
down for Ma‘sim torcad. 


When Ma‘sim started his journey for hajj, thousands of people 
thronged him on his route te Makkah. Aurangzeb was onc of them. 
He presented him with 12,000 fshratis, which Ma‘sim accepted 
contrary to his practice. He gave him the glad tiding of kingship in 
the near future. Aurangzeb asked him to write down the 
proclamation in his favour, which he did, Later, Aurangzeb younger 
sister Gauhar Ara would laughingly say that his brother bought this 
kingdom forthe paltry sum of 12,000 ashrafis. 


The other incident shows their closeness. Aurangzeb was then 
campaigning in Balkh. Young and determined, he could do even the 
impossible. Ma*stim wants to harness his youth in the service of 
Islam, Ma‘siim’s occasional letter is a masterpiece of rhetoric as 
well as rich in spirituality and persuasion. Urging him to restrain his 
youthful selfand surrender himsclf to Allah for it is in surrender that 
a bchiever is exalted, He asks him, among others, to be firm in Islam: 


“[[]t is obligatory for the one who is wise to reflect on the life spent so 


far and the goals he has opted for himself, He who attains this kind of 
wealth deserves to be congratulated; fur him arc all the a pplause. Let 
him have the glad tiding that he has found the justification for his 
birth and has qualified himself for Allah’s merey and beneficence, 
And ifhe has not succeeded so far, then he must continue his effort to 
realize it...” (translation minc), 
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